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was named to succeed him, he was proud
that she and another former student were
among the final candidates. Moreover, upon
my father’'s death, she faithfully supported and
assisted my mother, Mrs. Minnie S. Bishop, a
“Delta Dear,” during the sunset years of her
life.

Dr. Benjamin E. Mays often said: “You
make your living by what you get, you make
your life by what you give.” Dr. Yvonne Ken-
nedy certainly made a life worthy of emulation.
We are all blessed that she gave so much to
the Mobile community, the state of Alabama,
and our great nation. The world is better be-
cause she passed this way. She will be
missed.

Mr. Speaker, my wife Vivian and | would like
to extend our deepest sympathies to Dr. Ken-
nedy’s family and friends during this difficult
time. May they be consoled and comforted by
their abiding faith and the Holy Spirit in the
days, weeks and months ahead.

WALL OF HOPE

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2012

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, although
the newborn babies at Texas Children’s Hos-
pital are being cared for by high quality, expe-
rienced doctors, this does not ease the emo-
tions that the parents are experiencing.

Their delicate newborn child is being exam-
ined, poked at, and operated on. As they sit
there helplessly, the parents are given up-
dates on their baby’s complications and, con-
sequently, their low odds of survival.

When the only news these parents hear is
bad, it is difficult to remain hopeful. The envi-
ronment created in the Neonatal Intensive
Care Unit, NICU, is disheartening. Neverthe-
less, Texas Children’s Hospital has found a
way to inspire a light of hope for these parents
and families.

The center's Family Advisory Committee
has created a “Wall of Hope” to encourage
families that have a baby staying in the NICU.

This wall presents pictures of the hospital’s
“miracle babies” and includes a writing of their
unique stories. For future parents at the NICU,
instead of pacing up and down the hallway
worrying, they can now read success stories
and hope that their child will be one of them,
too.

Hope can provide a sense of strength. And
for these parents, hope is the only thing that
makes the situation bearable. To know that
others have been in similar situations and now
have beautiful, healthy children that survived
against all odds.

And that’s just the way it is.

——
DEPARTING MEMBERS OF THE

CALIFORNIA DEMOCRATIC DELE-
GATION

HON. HENRY A. WAXMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, December 13, 2012

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay
tribute to a distinguished group of Democratic
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California Members whose terms will expire at
the close of the 112th Congress: HOWARD
BERMAN, JOE BACA, Bob Filner, LAURA RICH-
ARDSON, PETE STARK, and LYNN WOOLSEY.

HOWARD BERMAN and | met in 1960 and
were active members of the Young Bruin
Democrats at UCLA. He has been one of my
closest friends and confidants and it has been
an honor to serve in the House of Representa-
tives with him for the last thirty years. HOWARD
is one of the smartest, hardest working, and
most effective members of Congress. As the
chairman and ranking member of the House
Foreign Affairs Committee, he has used his
unique skills to enhance America’s security,
strengthen our alliances, and advance the
cause of peace between Israel and its neigh-
bors. As the second most senior member of
the Judiciary Committee, HOWARD is an expert
on the complicated intricacies of copyright law
and he has championed strong copyright pro-
tections to ensure the vitality of our nation’s
film, television, and music industry.

JOE BACA is the realization of the American
Dream. The youngest of fifteen children, JOE
worked as a laborer, served in the Army, and
later earned a college degree. He was the first
Latino elected to the Board of Trustees for the
San Bernardino Valley College District and
was later elected to the California State As-
sembly and the California State Senate. He
came to Congress in 1999 and has served on
the Agriculture Committee and the Financial
Services Committee.

Bob Filner, who was just elected as Mayor
of San Diego, also has a long history of public
service. He was first elected to the San Diego
Unified District Board of Education and served
on the San Diego City Council and Deputy
Mayor of San Diego. He was elected to Con-
gress in 1992 and served on the Committee
on Veterans Affairs, which he also chaired
from 2007-2011, and was most recently the
Committee’s ranking member.

LAURA RICHARDSON has also devoted her
career to public service. She started on the
Long Beach City Council and was elected to
the California State Assembly in 2006. She
won a special election to Congress in 2007
and has worked hard during the last three
years on the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure and the Committee on Home-
land Security.

PETE STARK'S experience and knowledge-
able voice on health care is leaving a void on
the Ways and Means Committee that will be
hard to fill. A champion of quality health care
for four decades, PETE has been a strong
partner in protecting the Medicare program
and getting the Affordable Care Act enacted
into law. PETE has never wavered in his com-
mitment to the interests of seniors, the unem-
ployed, children, and the disabled and our na-
tion is stronger because of his service.

LYNN WooOLSEY has devoted her congres-
sional career to the improving the lives of fam-
ilies and children in our nation and ending our
wars abroad. As a member of the Education
and Workforce Committee, LYNN has been a
strong advocate for paid family leave, ade-
quate child care, pre-school education, and a
universal school breakfast program.

California and the nation owe a debt of grat-
itude to Reps. BERMAN, BACA, Filner, RICHARD-
SON, STARK, and WOOLSEY for devoting their
careers to public service and working to im-
prove the lives of others.

E1935

HONORING RUSSELL LIBBY, MAINE
ORGANIC FARMING LEADER

HON. CHELLIE PINGREE

OF MAINE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2012

Ms. PINGREE of Maine. Mr. Speaker, |
would like to recognize the recent passing of
an influential leader in the sustainable agri-
culture movement, whom | have had the privi-
lege to call a friend and colleague.

For over 30 years, Russell Libby worked to
create and support a food system in Maine
that is healthier for our bodies, Earth, and
communities. He spent 17 years of that serv-
ing a critical post as Executive Director of the
Maine Organic Farmers and Gardeners Asso-
ciation (MOFGA), the largest organization of
its kind in the country.

During his tenure, the organization was in-
strumental in recruiting and mentoring the next
generation of farmers, providing support for or-
ganic, sustainable agriculture practices, and
connecting more consumers to local food and
the people who produce it. A testament to
MOFGA’s success is its annual Common
Ground Country Fair. The event now draws
crowds of 60,000 people who want to learn
about sustainable living, connect with local
farmers and craftsmen, and enjoy Maine-
grown food.

As someone who started a small farm 40
years ago, it's been a pleasure to watch
Maine’s revitalized agricultural economy over
the last decade. Today, our farmers markets
are thriving, our restaurants receive national
acclaim for their focus on local ingredients,
and two trends have arisen in contrast to the
national picture. Our acres of land in agricul-
tural production are rising and the average
ages of our farmers are declining. Much of this
is due to Russell’s leadership.

But Russell’s impact has not been contained
to Maine. He was an effective and tireless ad-
vocate for national policy change. | was hon-
ored to invite him to Washington last May to
testify before the House Agriculture Committee
on the importance of passing a Farm Bill that
better supports small, diversified farms.

As an economist, farmer, and poet, Russell
knew what he was talking about. He could
point to the numbers to show positive effects
smaller-scale food systems have for our econ-
omy. He could speak from experience of the
difficulties of operating a small farm. And he
could clearly illustrate the good things that
happen when we have a closer connection to
the land and each other.

Earlier this month, we lost Russell to cancer
at age 56. It's a tragic loss for our state and
country, considering all we still have to do.
Personally, | will deeply miss his friendship,
wisdom, and advice. It's my hope that this
body will do well by him and take his vision to
heart. “I'm really not interested in standing
over here in the local and organic corner for
the rest of my life and waving, ‘Hi, we’re hav-
ing fun over here,”” Russell said. “I'm really
interested in this kind of food being available
to everybody under the basic principle:
enough for everyone, always.”
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IN HONOR AND RECOGNITION OF
MICHAEL PATTERSON

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2012

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Michael Patterson, whose role as
scheduler for events in the district is only a
small part his full value to constituents of the
10th District of Ohio, and to the workings of
my Congressional office.

Michael held several other jobs, including
his own personal favorite, Tax Services Clerk
for the Los Angeles County Tax Collector.
During the time that | have had the pleasure
to work with him, he has been meticulous,
painstakingly thorough, and earnest. In 2009,
he joined my Congressional staff as a case
worker.

In January, 2010 Michael put his flexibility
and versatility on display by becoming the
Cleveland scheduler. He enjoyed researching
the newspapers for local events and arranging
for congressional records and certificates of
special congressional recognition to be written/
prepared and presented to people being hon-
ored by community groups and organizations.
He also attended many of these community
events himself and represented our office.

Special mention should also go to Michael's
son Brendan Patterson who resides in Long
Beach, California and will probably choose so-
cial work as a career. If Brendan hadn’t have
been such a trustworthy and responsible
young man, his dad wouldn’t have been able
to move from California to Cleveland and do
the good work for us that he did. Finally, Mi-
chael Patterson is one of a kind, for his dedi-
cation, his diligence, his tireless advocacy and
his love of country.

HONORING LIEUTENANT COLONEL
KARL INGEMAN AND STAFF SER-
GEANT JEFFERY SALAZAR

HON. JEFF DENHAM

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2012

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Lieutenant Colonel Karl Ingeman and
Staff Sergeant Jeffery Salazar, who have dis-
tinguished themselves in their service to our
country and who have been honored along
with 18 other airmen in the 2012 volume of
Portraits in Courage. These two Airmen, na-
tives of Modesto, California, are exemplars of
the courage, daring and professionalism of an
Air Force that has been at war for over a dec-
ade.

Colonel Karl Ingeman was selected to be in-
cluded in the volume after his heroic action
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over Libya during Operation Odyssey Dawn
on the night of March 21, 2011. At this time
Colonel Ingeman was leading a two-ship for-
mation of F—16’s on a mission to protect the
civilian population of Benghazi from the depre-
dations of Kaddafi’'s forces. The mission rap-
idly changed however when Colonel Ingeman
heard the mayday call of an F-15E pilot and
his weapons systems officer who had been
forced to eject when their plane suffered a
malfunction.

Colonel Ingeman swiftly flew across hostile
territory to the site of the crash where he co-
ordinated the retrieval of the downed pilots. As
enemy forces raced to capture the downed
airmen, Colonel Ingeman twice flew low into
the range of Kaddafi's surface-to-air missiles,
this show of force caused the enemy to retreat
and allowed Colonel Ingeman to identify the
location of the crash site for the rescue team.

Also honored in the same volume was Staff
Sergeant Jeffery Salazar, a joint terminal at-
tack controller who had the critical and dan-
gerous job of coordinating close air support for
an Army Special Forces team in the Konar
Province of Afghanistan from January to July
2011.

On one particular operation Sergeant
Salazar's team was split into two elements to
conduct a patrol. The patrol was quickly en-
gaged by Taliban fighters who attacked the
element which had split from Sergeant
Salazaro. When Sergeant Salazar and his ele-
ment moved to support their comrades they in
turn began to receive small arms fire from four
Taliban fighters. Sergeant Salazar swiftly
eliminated two of the Taliban fighters and en-
gaged a third who managed to injure Sergeant
Salazar with a hand grenade before he was
killed.

Despite the fragmentation wounds he sus-
tained to his knees, Sergeant Salazar contin-
ued to coordinate air support from two F-16’s
and advance towards the other element which
had been hit by an IED during the course of
the four-hour engagement in order to provide
medical support.

In this operation and in the many others
Sergeant Salazar proved his valor and was
awarded the Bronze Star for his service in Af-
ghanistan.

Mr. Speaker, | could not be prouder as an
American or an Air Force veteran to honor
Colonel Ingeman and Sergeant Salazar in par-
ticular and all our servicemen and women who
defend this country every day.

KINGWOOD HIGH SCHOOL NJROTC
HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2012

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, Pierre
Claeyssens, a Belgian immigrant who was
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rescued by U.S. forces from German occupa-
tion in WWII said, “To be killed in war is not
the worst that can happen. To be lost is not
the worst that can happen . . . to be forgotten
is the worst.” Since 2009, the Kingwood High
School Navy Junior Reserve Officer Training
Corps (NJROTC) has worked to ensure that
Mr. Claeyssens sentiments never become re-
ality. The High school continues to participate
in a community project, which helps to remem-
ber and show respect for those who have died
defending our freedom.

The program is called Wreaths Across
America. The Houston branch, places wreaths
on soldier's graves every year at Christmas
time at the Houston National Cemetery. More
than 26,000 wreaths were placed on graves
last year at the Houston National Cemetery.
This year, KHS NJROTC will present the Col-
ors at this years Wreath Across America
Ceremony.

| rise today to recognize the outstanding
achievements of the Navy Junior Reserve Offi-
cer Training Corps of Kingwood High School.
| want to thank them for their service to sec-
ond district of Texas. | congratulate them on
their many accomplishments that have led to
them being chosen to present Colors at this
year's Wreaths Across America Ceremony. |
am proud that a well-qualified group of cadets
from Kingwood will be representing the state
of Texas.

The KHS NJROTC has a history of success
since its beginnings four years ago. Under the
direction of Lieutenant Commander Gregory
Boucher and Master Chief Damond Banks, the
cadets do much more than competitions and
parades. They are involved in serving their
school and community, through many different
service projects and duties performed through-
out the year. The cadets volunteer its services
for numerous color guard events, Veterans
Day events, parades and Toys for Tots. The
Wreaths Across America project is one of their
main events. The cadets have raised over
$70,000 over the past four years for WAA.
There are countless other local service
projects this group participates in throughout
the community, all of which testify to the qual-
ity of students at Kingwood High School.

The cadet’'s service and patriotism to our
nation sets them apart as role models to other
students. | know that the residents of
Kingwood are proud of their many accomplish-
ments. | applaud them for their tremendous
achievement and wish them the best of luck in
the future.

And that’s just the way it is.
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